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Bonanza Power Plant seeks regulators’
approval to burn coal into the 2040s

The plant, which powers
miuch of rural Utah,
would add pollution
controls but still generate
reenhonse gases.

By TIM FITZPATRICK

The nonprofit cooperative that
~nmu‘rv~ wer to most of rural

tinoe to by
sther decads
Desere

h it owns Hnmmu filed

isking the Utah Pub.

Commission to let it add

selective catalytic reduction (SCR)

technology to the S00-megawatt

11t 50 it can continue to
04

p-
< th, Nevada, Arizona
und Colorado.
m plant operates under « set
ereement reached back in
ronmental groups
irth Guardians and the Si
challenged the plant’s
permit issued by the
resulting settlement al
1o burn only 20 mil
lion more tons of coal, and
ther shut down or install SCR at a
cost af tens of millions; of dollars
At the time. it was thought that
Deseret might shut down the plant
rather than inves

0st and time it takes to
acguire and connect new encrgy

as is the

sources

 is vertically integrat
't Power also owns the
supply. the Dese
coal mine 35 miles away in
ern Colorado, and it owns an elec
trified rail line that carries the coal
from the mine to the plant

12 MILLION MORE TONS

The SCR project “will enable
Deseret to take full advantage and
utilize all remaining economical
Iy pverable coal reserves under
the current federal lease(s) at the
Deserado mine. thus making avail-
able to Deseret and its members an
additional 12 million tons of coal
at economical pricing (above the
20-million-ton limit),” said Deser.
et’s PSC filing. “Combined with
the remaining balance of permit-
ted ¢ the existing leased re
serves remaining in the Deserado
es will sustain continued
operation of Bonanza at approxi
mately its current levels througt
at least 2041 or 2042."

New Biden administration rules could
shutter the remaining U.S. coal plants

The regulations could spell the
end for plants that burn coal,
the fossil fuel that powered the
country for more than a century.

By LISA FRIEDMAN and CORAL
DAVENPORT
The Biden administration last week placed

the final cornerstone of its plan to tackle cli-
mate change:  regulation that would force the

The regul

tightly mthemdm-ﬁﬁm

1In 2028, coal-fired power plants generated
lﬁz%nﬂh nation’s electricity, according to

the U.5. Energy Information Agency, down
hnmnpuknfmml‘no There are about

liver a death blow in the U to coal,
the fuel that powered the country for much
of the last century but has en-

vironmental damage. When burned, coal
emits more carbon dioxide than any other
fuel source.

The new rules mg,-rdmg power pl.nns

g power plants still operat-
mg with many concentrated in Pennsylva-
nia, Texas and Indiana.

There are only a few ways to eliminute
‘emissions from power planits that burn coal.
The dﬂd’mnnur is carbon cupture and se-

come weeks after the froma they reach the at-
nation's coal-fired power plants to virtually  major climute Timit and then stores them. That tech-
eliminate the planet-warmringpollution they hmmndlnpmh-wﬂht nology is ive and not fully
release into the air or shut down. Wtoq:udﬁedqﬂmd‘ vehi- deployed at any American coal plant. Some
from the Envi 1 power are exploring oth
Protection Agency requires coal plunts in the rhe t'o 1 in the ng plants to ry
United States to reduce 90% of their green-  of the drivingcl

house pallution by 2039, one year earlier than
the agency had mmxlh proposed. The com-
pre sed timeline was welcomed by climate
activists but condemned by coul executives
who said the new standards would be impos-
sible to meet

The EPA also imposed three additional reg-
ulations on coal-burning power plants, mclud
ing stricter limits on emissions of mercury, a
neurotoxin linked to developmenta] dxmnat
in children, from plants that burn lignite coal,
the lowest grade of coal. The rules also more

Deseret officials did not respond

to inquiries from The Tribune NEIGHBOR’ had elevated ozone levels for years
Deseret is telling the PSC despite its low population.

will be uncontested and should be Selective catalytic reduction sig- “Reducing NOx emissions in the

handled informally: “Pursuantto  nificantly reduces NO: issions, non-attainment area where Bo-

Commission Rules R746-110 and ~ which ure precursor in the for-

R746-1-104(1)(x). und because the
muatter is anticipated to be unop
posed and uncontested. handle
the application request by Infor
mal Adjudication.”

The Public Service Commis.
sion is tuking public comment on
the filing until May 20

mation
Bonanza

SATISFIES ‘GOOD

ozone. By adding SCR,
emissions would be low
enough to comply with the federal
Ozone Transport Rule (OTK). That
so-called “good
quires power plants to keep NOx
emissions low enough that they
won't increase ozone levels in oth-

change.
Mhmnummm
tion about 505 from

TheHmmmpuwerplnm emissions an-
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The coal industry in the United States
has been on a precipitous decline for over a

decade, as environmental regulstions und

uboammnlmrl]’s.wimhmwlnpow
er have made it mare expensive to burn coal,
und power generstion has shifted toward
those cheaper, cleaner sources of electricity.

neighbor™ rule re-

and gas production happens, has

nanza is situated may carry signifi-
cant co-benefits to the community
ible future permit ap-
the filing states, noting
that it could help Deseret get EPA
approval for a separate 51-mega-
watt nutural gas<powered plant at
the site, which would be used for
“penking” times when demand ex-

Sierra Club spokesperson Amy
'guez questioned whether
the project is unopposed.

“A more prudent course of ac
tion would be for the company to
explore replacing Bonanza with
new clean energy, m: more af-
fordable thanks to federal incen-
tives under the Inflation Reduction
\ct and Utah's incredible solm re-
sources.”

1t's not possible for Deseret to
know whether the project is urmp
d and uncontestod wit
um)m the publ
added. "As for Si
the terms of a prior settlement
agreement, we are unable to for-
mally contest the request at the
commission. Although Sierra Club
cannot file written comments in
the commission, we will continue
to carefully revie & the application
and prm'ld( pubhc analysis.”
rth Guardians declined
to comment on Deseret's filing

erstates

ceeds what Bonanza produces.

would also apply to fu-
tmﬁdlﬂsﬂnhumns n:qlnrhgﬂm

mmnpolmhg(‘ns-ﬁmipawrwmthn
are currently in aperation would be exempt.
"l‘oday EPAlmwmlhpodmthe

Biden-Harris administration's vision to tack-

le climate change and to protect all communi-
‘ties from pallution in our air, water and in our
COAL NEXT PAGE

notably, potential future initiatives
to further curtail or place signifi-
cant conditions on coal-fired elec-
tricity generation, is an unavoid-

able element to be considered in
the operational and financial suc-
cess of the project,” the filing states.
“Based on its economic analysis,
Deseret is confident that the SCR
will add sufficient additional gener-
ation output, using existing proven
leased coal reserves at the Desera-

do Mine, that its confidence in the

likelihood of u positive payback for
this investment is deemed 1o be ex-

But the Ozone Transport Rule tremely high ™~
currently isn't being enforced  INO CLIMATE BENERIT Deseret’s filing comes less than a
while the Supreme Court weighs month after Utah's largest electri-
whether the rule is legitimate reg- But SCH does nothingto reduce  cal utility, Rocky Mountain Pow-

ulation or an overreach by the fed-
eral Environmental Protection
Agency without the proper con-
gressional approval

“By adding SCR. Bonunza Unit
1 operate at levels that would
permit operations even under the
OTRwith reasonably manageabie
costs associatod with compliance
strategy for achieving the required
emissions limits,” the filing states
* .. The SCR provides the best cur-

the amount of carbon dioxide re-
leased when the coal is burned,
and carbon dioxide is the larg
est contributor to climate change.
Coul is considered the least cli-
mate-friendly fossil fuel because
it releases more carbon dioxide
when it is burned than petroleum
or natural gas, In 2022, coul was
responsible for 20% of U.S. elec-
tricity generation but 55% of the
curbon dioxide coming from pow-

e reversed its decision to close its
Emery County coal plantsby 2082
and replace them with renewsble
sources, battery storage and small
nuclear power plunts. Instead,
Rocky Mountain said April 1 that
it will continue to burn coal at the
plants until their original retire-
ment dates in 2036 and 2042

Meanwhile, Utal's lurgest coal-
fired power plant, the Intermoun-
tain Power Project near Delta, is

vvml\ available probability toen-  erplants scheduled to close next year when

onanza Unit 1tos v these In the filing, Deseret acknowl-  » new natura! gac/hydrogen plant
and other possible initintives as edged there is risk in continuing begins operation. But the Utah
part of a reasonable, responsible.  with conl if future regulstors were  Legislature passed a bill earlier

near and intermediate term com-
pliance strategy™

Deseret also noted that Bonanza
is in a federally des “non-at-
tainment ares” for ozone. The Uin-
tu Basin, where most of Utah's oil

to limit coal burning or add addi-
tional costs, like 2 carbon fee or tax,
but it considers that risk low
“Toe future legul and regulato-
ry frumework for continued op-
eration of Bonanza Unit 1. most

this year to force IPP's owners to

revise their air quality permit 1o
keep half the conl plant open on
the hope that someone, perhups
even the state of Utsh, will keep it
running.
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